
#RestaurantsWork

“In my case, it’s about the restart of a new 
career, that allows for a returning workforce 
to use their years of life experience in a 
whole new way. Ultimately, the restaurant  
industry is a building block to the American 
Dream, a land of opportunity for anyone 
who wants to reach out and grab it. I’m  
living proof of that.”

Marla Topliff
President, Rosati’s Pizza

“I started as a server at a Friendly’s in 
Massachusetts as soon as I graduated high 
school. Ten years later, in 2009, I started 
working at the North Providence store. I 
love my job and my crew — I’ll be a lifer  
for Friendly’s.”

Errin Davis
Friendly’s

1 in 3 Americans 
begin their working 

careers in the  
restaurant industry

1 in 2 adults have 
worked in the 

restaurant industry
North Providence, Rhode Island

RHODE ISLAND RESTAURANT
INDUSTRY AT A GLANCE:
53,100 Rhode Islanders 
In 2015, restaurants account for 53,100  
jobs in Rhode Island — 11% of employment  
in the state.


